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of Kawaihae

NOLULU, HAWAIIAN ISLANDS,

T—:Tu aid our readers in forming an idea of the present eruption, we present the above
map, originally executed to represent the eruption of 1855.
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[From car Extra of Feb, 12.)

THE GREAT
ERUPTION ON MAUNA LoA !!!

ARRIVAL OF THE ¢KAMOLY

AND RETURN OF THE EXCURSIONISTS,

FIRST AUTHENTIC ADVICES !!!]

Since the receipt, some ten days ago, of
the report of a new eruption on Mauna Loa,
announcing an extensive outburst of the voleano
on Hawnaii, there has heen a greatansiety to
The
return of the sehooner Kamei on Thursday, after
an absence of only seven and a half days, with the
party who visited the flow, places us in possession
of full udvices in relation to it.
At would appear from all accountsto he the!
most beaatiful eruption which has occurred on
that island during the memory of the oldest in-
bhabitants, and probably for fifty vears at least.
Voleanie eruptions are of frequent occurrenee on
Hawaii, 88 our readers well know ; bat it is rare
that one has heen found to eombine an extensive
flow with a lofty, fountain-like cjection of lava
above the mouth of the crater, which the present
one has. Probably the quantity of lava emitted |
from the erater of Mukuaweoweo in 1855 was
greater, but, if we remember rightly, it was not |
thrown up in columns above the moath of the
erater, but simply ran out the side of it through
a deep gulch,—the lava being first perceived some
miles below the crater. Mr. Coan inan account
of his visit to that crater published by us in July, '
1856, says:
|
“The grandeur, the sublimity, the terror of the
scene were unutterable. A vast chasm had opened
horizontally on the top of the mountain, and along|
this yawning fissure stood a series of elongated, jag |
and burning cones, about one hundred feet high, |
rent throagh this larger dismeter, and throwing up
dense columns of blue and white smoke, which cover- |
ing the mountain’s summit, rolled in fleecy masses |
down its sides and spread out like the wings of chaos |
over anmeasured regions. Still no fire could be seen
in this fountain-crater. We could feel it everywhere, |
and we could see and hear its escaping gases; but the :
throats of the cones were clogged with hot masses of
cinders, pumice and ashes, with cracks, crevices, |
Ee., for the escaping smoke. The fusivn had long |
sinee found vent in a lateral, subterranean duct,
several handred feet below the rim of the crater, and ‘
in this covered way it flows off until it makes its ap- |
, as desoribed, some two miles down the side |
of the mountain.’’ |
Immediately on the arrival of the first news of |
the eruptivn, we despatched one of our corps to|
visit the scene of the eruption, and procure fﬂ“tﬂi
for pablication. The locality visited was about |

ten miles from the ecrater and along side the

flowing stream, and is probably the best that is
afforded for observation, though there are other |
good points variously loeated from ten to fifteen |

he crater. The great difficulty ot'ﬁ;
the thick jun-|

1

learn something authentic in regard to it.

miles from t .
reaching the erater itself, owing to the |
gle, brust: wood and lava clinkers, wn_ll prevent

most from visiting it, though some .w1ll “."".‘"pti
it and will probably sacceed in gettang u"u.hm al
aarter of a mile from the mouth. Mr. Vaudrey,
an English graveler, is the onmly one that we are
aware has yet undertaken to rmci-l_ the cr;t.er;
When the Kamoi's party left Hawai, he ha :;(;

yet been heard from, though absent & week. e

sed back on the Sth. We contioue
.o el tracting from notes taken on

is Jocated on the elevated
table land lying between the three great no[::-{
tming of Hualalai, Mauna Keas and Mmm- i:;|
sixteen miles from Kailua, and some ten ml](‘? i,
an air line from the crater, whicl‘n lmlover-gnmﬁl
gs on the €ide of Mauna Toa, distinetly in view.
This plain is some 4000 feet above the sea, and i
eovered with small shrubs and trees, g-ru;:::f
from temn to twenty feet bigh. [? some P !
it § level, being covered with 8 poarse, |
;:ln::k ':Ed. simi found on the sides

of Punch Bowl, only while the

shrubs are so sparse
cravel across it on a full gallop.

OF CAves,

their courses, while the spouting of the lava from
the crater became more and more distinet. The
refleetion of the numerous flery streams rulling
rapidly down the side of the mountain and across
the plain lit ap the overhanging clouds, making
it as bright as woomlight for many miles around.
As night advanced, and every little stream and

wus grand.

This new erater, for which we ean find no native
name except ** Pele hou,’” (the new eruption,) is
located on the northern slope of Mauna Loa, atan
elevation of, say 6,500 feet abuye the sea, and an
equal distance from the summit of the mountain,
It is some ten or more miles westward and about

4000 feet lower down than the last eruption of

1855, known as that of Mokuaweoweo. The
course of the stream, from its source to the s,
we judge to be nearly N. W. by N. The crater
bears due east from Kailua by the eompass, and
is about 24 miles from that harbor in a straight
line. [Itslatitude, as near as we are able to de-
termine without instraments, is 199 37'; long.
1557 40y,

figares, we wish it understood. are only estimates,
and accurate observations may prove that we are
in error in scme of them.

The actual size and form of the cratercap only
be determined by visiting its immediate vicinity,
which we were not prepared to do. ¥rom the
distance at which we observed it, about ten miles,
and from various points of ohservation, it appeared
to be circular, its width being about equal to its
breadth, and perhape 300 feet across the mouth.
This may be too moderate an estimate, and it may
prove to be 500 or even 800 feet across it. The
rim of the crater is surrounded or made up of
cones formed from the stones and scoria thrown
out, these cones constuntly varying in extent,now
growing in size and again all tumbling down.
The lava does not simply run out. from the side

| of the erater like water from the side of & bowl,

but is thrown up in continuouns columns, very
much like the Geyser springs, as represented in
sehool geographies. At times this spouting ap-
peared to be feeble, rising but little above the rim
of the crater, but generally, as if eager to escape
from the pent-up bowels of the earth, it rofe to a
height nearly equal to the base of the crater.
But the columns and masses of lava thrown out
were ever varying in form and height. Some-
times, when very active, a spire or cone of lava
would shoot up like a rocket or in the form of a
huge pyramid to a height nearly double the base
of the crater. If the mouth of the crater is five
hundred feet across, the perpendicular column
must be eight hundred to one thousund feet in
height ! Then, by watching it with a spyglass,
the columns could be seen to diverge and full in
all manner of shapes, like a beautiful fountain.

The following outlines of the appearance of
the crater at various -times, may help the reader
to form an idea of it, For the benefit of our Po-

ynesian critics, as well as for others who do not
know it, we will add that, in the absence of an
engraver, the diagrams are merely seratched out
on the baek of & wood letter, and are not what

we wish they woare.

of the scene was one of true grandeur
: idea of it %o our

of the lava, ever

| pen—-" from the simple
. to the hugest fountain con-
"f:;ﬁbh,ﬁ.mmwam viewed will be
w'hmiaq:kndar and magnificence, on
the memory of the observer il M_. Large
boulders of red-hot layn etone, weighing hun-
' dreds if not thoussnds, of tons, thrown up with_

power high sbeve the liguid mass,
could be occasionally seen falling outside or on

: [tis * fixed up" without the aid of
: ¢ every Yankee carries in his pocket. The flow is roughly
3y the dark lines running to the northwest or left of Mauna Loa, and to the southward

| but the mass of smoke came from the crater itself,

‘light beeame more and more distinct, the scene |
| first then that we sce of the lava after being

By referring to a map or chart, its |

position on the island can readily be noted. Our | s
| nanalii,
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were lost among the mass of surrounding lava |
So awfully grand, so beantiful was thisever vary-:
ing scene, that the observex whﬂ_hﬂx‘l"i} from =
good position cannot help watching it with in-:
tense delight and increasing excitement for hours
together ; the only drawback heing the severe
cold of the night, against which travelers should
be provided. PR

A dense heavy column of smoke continually’
rose out from the crater, but always on the north.
side and took a northeasterly direegion, rising in
one continuous column far above the mountain,
to a height of perhaps 10,000 feet above the era-
ter. This smoke hovers over that island, and in-
deed all the iglands, and must at times, when the
trade wind lulls, obstruet the view. During our
stay, however, it passed off from the mountain
leaving the lower atmosphére quite clear, We
watched closély to observe whether any steam
could bo seen issuing, either from the erater or
from any of thé streams of lava, but could not see
any thing that could ho called steam or wvapor,
unless occasionally very slight indicationa along
some of the lava streams. Nome rose from the
crater itself—only a dense, heavy smoke, which
came up out of the mouth itself. Considerable |
smuke rose along the stream, as the molten lava
came in contact with irces and vegetable masses,

Steam was noticed in various places on the plain,
issuing from the rocks,and near one of the camps
the heat was so intense that a teakettle could be
boiled over it.  Bat this steam was andoubtedly
caused by the heat of the flowing lava which was
about’a mile distant, coming in eontact with
pools of water in caves or pits.

On leaving the erater, the lava stream does not
appear for some distance, say an eighth of a
mile, as it has cut fts way through a deep ravine
or gulch, which hides it from the eye. How
deep this gulch is, weean only conjecture, as it is
impossible to get near enough to leok into it, but
it is prohably several hundred feet deep. The

thrown up in the crater is its hranching out
into streams some distance below the fountain
head. Instead of running in one large stream,
it parts and divides into & great number—per-
haps as many as fifty—spreading out over a
tract of five or six miles in width. For the
first six miles from the erater, the descent is
very rapid, and the flow of the lava varies from
four to ten miles an hour, according to the de-
scent. But after it réaches the plain, where
it is level, it moves slower. Here the streams
are not 80 numerous as higher up, there being a
prineipal one which varies and is very tortuous—
from an eighth to a quarter mile in width. though
there are frequent branches ranning off from it.
This principal stream réached the sea at Wai-
about fifteem miles from Kawaihae,
on the 31st, after a flow of eight days from the
time that the erupbion commeneed on the 23d of
Janoary. This straam, on reaching the =sea,
spread out to about half a mile in width. The
sight of it as it poured into the ocean, forming
clonds of steam several hundred feet high, is re-
presented by those who saw it, as very beautiful.

Some of the finest scenes of the flow were the
caseades or falls formed in it before the stream
reached the plain. There were several of them,
and they appearcd to be changing and new ones
formed in different localities as new streams were
made. One, however, which appeared withont
change for two days, must have been 80 to 100
feet in height. First there was a fall, then below

during the night when the bright red-hotstream
of lava was flowing over it at the rate of ten
miles an hour, like water, was a scene not often
witnessed, and never to be forgotten. In' faet,
the lava near its source had all the characteristics
of a river of water flowing rapidly slong, and
gurgling with cascades, rapids, currentsand falls.

On reaching the plain, where it is more level,
the lava stream of course moves along more slow-
ly and in one general stream less divided than
ahove. The stream which had run into the sea,
had apparently ceased flowing and was eooled
over, so that we erossed and reerossed it in many
places, and through the fissures we could see the
molten lava with its red-hot glow an intense heat
issuing out from them. In many places the sur-
face was so hot that the soles of our shoes would
have been burned bhad we not kept in rapid
motion. The length of the lava stream from the
crater to where it enters the sea at Wainanalii, is
estimated ta be thirty-eight miles.

On the afterncon of ¢ur arrival at the eamping
ground, a new stream started some few miles below
the crater, which had evidently been dammed up by
some obstruction, and came rushing down with tre-
mendons noise and fury through the thick jungle
which lay in its track, burning the cracking
trees, and sending up a thick smoke almost as
dense as thai from the crater. This stream, from
the time it broke away from its embankment, moved
along two miles an hour till it reached the vicinity
of our camp, when ita’progress was checked, and it

moved not more than a quarter of a mile xn hour.
But it formed n grand sight. Here was & stream of
lava rolling over the plain, twenty to twenty-five
feet in height, and an eighth of a mile in width,
though its width variedl a great deal, sometimes
broader, sometimes marrower. [t was, in fact, &
mass or pilmyof red hot stones, resembling a pile of
¢conis on g‘e. borne along by the liquid lava stream
underneath. As it moved slowly along, large red
boulders would roll down the sides, into &
thousasnd small stoves, crushing amd burning the
trees which lay in the track. Itis impossible to give
a true conception of the immense force and power of
tliis lave stream, bearing along as it does un ahmost
ineoneeivable mass. It reminds us most vividly of
the breaking up of the ice in & large river, only the
imagination must stretch the com n and sup-
poee the ice piled up twenty-five feet, and thus borne
along by the current beneath, the whole width of the
river moving at the same time, crashing and break-
ing and piling up cones and irreguiar masses on top.

 either of those places

gﬂnﬂ.nm- horses.  Provisions.

stream,

be a more

here.” ‘Also a tent,

abundance of blankets should
A

to the campon

L o A TOVH apd water
raey from the vessel to the v v
T e
ng the nights are cold and e g
the time for observation.
Parties going ap should form into com
or tem, protare a tent, and’'a cook
and all sbare the

frosty, nnd the nights are
is. also needed.
cniu of cight
aceo )
.of the provisions consumed.
| A little system and forethought will save troable and
make the trip a pleasant one. Oranges, fowls, po-
‘tatoes and taro oan be had ‘al either of the above |
named ports, to take slong. The

vs and lug-
ke mules and horses
oyer a good voad, and it is 16 miles to
Johnson’s edmping ground frem Kailta by the Judd
roml, and about 24 miles from Kealakeakun by
Governor Adams’ road. The Iatter is the hetter
rood of the two ; the former is hawever good, and
has the advantage of nesarness. Horses cost six to
eight dollars for the trip, and- we believe they are
abundapt at either place, Our readers may jadge of
the rond, when we state that we rode from HI

the camping ground, which is close by the lava
five hours, and returred in three and a
quarter hours. The nearer that travelers can get to
the crater, the more beantiful the wiew.
sible that s new and safe route may have been dis-
covered leading within a few milesof the crater. If so,
such a position would be much better. than the one
referred to, which is ten or twelve miles distant
The eruption wns greater on the Tth of Fébruary, the
day we leflt it, than on any previous day,-and we
know of no reason why it may not eontinue for
months, though the sooner it is visited the better.
The eruption of Mokuaweoweo, in 1856-6, continued
active for seven or eight months, and this appears to
werful ‘one than that.
smoke that fills the atmosphere here, is proof that it
still continnes unabated.
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ber constructions In the town will be taken, and these already
taken will Dot be rencwed on the expiration of their terma.
a2-r Agent for the Northern Assurance Co.

TTHE NORTHERN ASSURANCE COMPA-
ny, (established 1838.) Fur Fire and Life Assurance at
home and abrosd.

Capiml £1,259,760, Sterling.

The undersigned bas been appointed Agent for the
ROBERT CHESHIRE JANION.
at Honolalg,

Agents for the

WRITERS

PARIS AND BORDEAUX BOARDS OF UNDER

AVIS AU PUBLIC.

Les Soussignés, ayant 6t nommés A
Assureurs maritimes de Paris et
préviennent le public en géndral et les Capi-
tainesde naxires marchands frangais, qui visifent
les ports de ce royanme, en particulier, que dans
tous les cas d'avaries, qui auraient lien dans ces
, ils devront, filire constater et vérifier
les faits devant enx pour. légaliser leurs récla

mations contre les dits assuieurs.

ED. HOFFSCHLABGER & STAPENHORST.

Sandwich

ts pour les
¢ Bordeaux,

HAMBURGH-BREMEN

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY.,

E UNDERSIGNED, Agents of the above Com-
pany, are prepired to insure risks against fire in and
Hounolula.

For particulars apply st the office.

MELCHERS k 00.

CHAS. F. GUILLOU, M. D,

Late Bargeon United States Navy, Coosular Physician o sick

American seamen and general practitioner.

corper Kanhwnanu snd Merchant streets, and residence

at Dr. Wood's Hotel street.

Medical and Surgical advice in English, French Spanish, and

Italinn.
Office hours from 11 A. M. to 2 P.u.j &t other hours inquire at
his residence. : J

yi-tf

Office 304 Drug

HONOLULU MEDICAL

HALL,

DOCTOR McKIBBIN, Surgeon; &c.,

at his residence. Union street.

"DR. FORD'S

- Btreet,
block. Bhip's M ‘chests refitted,

“E. HOFFMANN,
and §
.the stare of 1. Hockfeld & Co., Quecn-st

But.even this comparison is far below the reality—to
be conoeived it must be seen. - .

Such, fainfly described, is the eruption now going

' roalists calls on us

J. B. CHAMBERLAIN, P
. Fig of Kiahumana and Meéréhint
Attorney nt Law. mumr w

iae.gnum-
e
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Sha
and Bilks,
sortment of other Dress Goods.
Blankets.

f
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m

et K
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g and Fumishing Goods.
bliae and senrlet Flarmel
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Raal

pers,
Black and Pancy Sitk Cravats, Neek Tles, 8ilk Handkerchiefs,
ere, el & variety of other articles o pumerous to
mention. For sale by JANEON, BOND & CO,,
130-2m Corner Pattery and Clay streets, San

FANCY GOODS! FANCY GOODS!

M- Pl nno U‘ lu,
No. PS8 1=2 BEBattory Stroot,
SAN FRANCISCO, Cul.,

Importer of Fancy Goods of all Kinds.

EADS AND BEAD WORK :
GUNS, PISTOLS, COMBS, BRUSHES,
TABLE AND POCKET CUTLERY,
LOOKING GLASSES, PERFUMERY,
SOAPS, NEEDLES, PLATED WARE,
WAX AND KID DOLLS, &c., &e.

All Opders to receive prompt attentipn, and the gools be for-
warded a= directed. :
130-6m :

Refers to H. M. Warrsey, Honolula, 8. I.

¢ _— NN

No. 107 Clay street, San Francisco,
FFER FOR SALE A FULL AND COM=
plete assortment of desimble ]
DRUGS AND _MEDICINES.
R. & CO. respectfally solicit nrderd from the country
will guarantee satisfuction in every particuinr to those who
them 'uh their custom. 1 ! |

SINGER'S FIRST PREMIUM
Great 'Gold Medal SRewing Mackines }

HESE MACHINES fook the Goo, MaDAL at =‘
great Paris Exhibition in competition ‘with all :

this, we have taken the FirsT premiom at seven
and it hardly needs the verdict of = Hoochilu jury—where
Sewing Machines are scarcely known—Lto determine Ita rﬂ-
an the best muchine for all practien]l purposes i use  All who
have uséd the different misclunes will say so, and none others
are competent judges.  Addreas
JNO. H. DUNNELL, Agent,
122-3m 151 Sacramento Btreet.

California Preserved Meats, &e.

CALIFORNIA PRES'D MEATS, SOUPS,
&e., put up from the best American mests, by :
Callfornia.

D. R. PROVOET & CO.

Sau Pranecisto,
D.E‘.P.kcmuummummu'-mm
ment
English Ollman’s Stores,

Domiestic
Proserves,
Fruits,

Nuls, ke., ko.,
which they offer for sale in quan tities to suit the parchaser.
122-6m.

&ke.

TEHAMA HOUSE,
CORNER OF CALIFORNEA AND SANSOME 8T8,
Sam Francisco, Cal,

where, as thelr convenience may sugeest. :
wh has bDeen eanaged in ihis house sinee

The
lﬁldhlb o3
L J af herttofore, he will emdeavor o merit
comfort. .

tion to their wants and G. W. %
66-8m !
il

HONOLULU
AMBROTYPE & DAGUERREAN GALLERY!

reasonable terms. Dgstrnn-ofr*rm AMEBROTYPES,
Auendance ajthe office from 8 4. . ¢ill 6 P.., on week snd PHOTOGRAPHS, ™. W 4
days, and from 8 to 11 4. M. on Bandays. At 1054

Sucpessor of H. Stang

Sl s § 44 - .
SHIPPING OFFICE. -
Tnn UNDERSIGNED HAVING TAKEN
:E-.-M hm:u.:l-l ua:.:mm-;:-um
‘ peesoriptions mmhgﬁc

L Hotycold, vapor, aiunuqd medicated Barss.at all hours
T-iy

office in the new drug store, adjoining

Jy 14l

reet.

on_on Hawail. Our duty as }
the’ power of oar

3. W. AUSTIN,

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW.

OfSes in Hobolulu House, over the Post Ofice.  65-8m* "

. aly € 4 _
mnjestic display of natare, without looking up to Na-
mﬁuﬂul.mduhmﬂdgiu Him as the source of
such majestie grandeur and Omnipoteat power.

The length tb which our article has run, forbids our

with their busioess.

. muﬂ-

Honoluly, Sept. 1, 1658, 11541 -
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rates of commisslon. . e e Gl
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WINES, LIQUORS, DEMLIIORNS, §-.,
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